





NUMBER -CLII. 
By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 








To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuurspay, December the 4th, 1755. 





Yaewe AVING been frequently pref_ 
P fed by fir John Jolly (an old friend 
3 ®. of mine, poffefied of a fine feat, a 


f ve large park, and a- plentiful eftate) 


a) Y to pafsa few weeks with him in 

the country, I determined  laft 

autumn to accept his invitation, propofing to myfelf 
the higheft pleafure from changing the noife and hurry 
‘of this buftling metropolis, for the agreeable filence, 
and foothing indolence of a rural retirement. I ac- 
‘cordingly fet out one morning, and pretty early the 
next arrived at the habitation of my friend, fituated in 
a moft delicious and romantic fpot, which (the owner 
having fortunately no TasTeE) is not yet defaced by 1m- 
PROVEMENTS. On my approach, I abated alittle of my 
travelling pace, to look round me, and admire the tow- 
ring hills, and fertile vales, the winding ftreams, the 
ftately woods, and fpacious lawns, which, gilded by the 
fun-fhine of a beautiful morning, on every fide afforded . 
a moft enchanting. profpe€t; and I pleafed myfelf with 
| the 
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the thoughts of the happy hours I fhould fpend- amidft 
thefe paftoral {cenes, in reading, in meditation, or in 
foft repofe, infpired by the lowing of diftant herds, the 
falls of waters, and the melody of birds. 

I was received with a hearty welcome, and many 
thakes by the hand by my old friend, whom I had not 


feen for many years, except once, when he was called 


to town by a profecution in the King’s-bench, for mif- 
underftanding the fenfe of an act of parliament, which: 

on €xamination, was found to be nonfenfe. He is be 
honeft gentleman of a middle age, a hale conftitution, 
good natural parts, and abundant fpirits; a keen 
{portfman, an active magiftrate, and a tolerable farmer, 
not without fome ambition of acquiring a feat in par- 
liament, by his intereft in a neighbouring borough : fo 
that between his purfuits of game, of juftice, and popu- 
larity, befides the management of a large quantity of 
Jand, which he keeps in his own hands, as he terms it, 
-for amufement, every moment of :his time is fufficiently 
employed. His wife is an agreeable woman, of about 
the fame age, and has been handfome; but though years 
have fomewhat impaired her charms, they have not in 
the leaft her relifh for company, cards, balls, and all 

«manner of public diverfions. 

On my arrival, I was firft conduéted into the break- 
faft room, which, with fome.furprife, I faw quite filled 
with genteel perfons of both fexes, in difhabille, with 
their hair in papers; the caufe of which I was quickly 
informed of, by the.many apologies of my lady for the 
meannefs of the apartment fhe was obliged to allot me, 
«« By reafon the houfe was fo crouded with company 
** during the time of their races, which, fhe faid, began 
«« that very day for the whole week, and for which they 
<< were immediately preparing.” I was inftantly attacked 
by all prefent with one voice, or rather with many voi- 


ces at the fame time, to accompany them thither; to 
which 
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which I made no oppofition, thinking it would be at- 
tended with more trouble than the expedition itfelf. 

As foon as ‘the ladies and the equipages were ready, 
we iffued forth in a moft magnificent cavalcade ; and af- 
ter travelling five or fix miles through bad roads, we ar- 
rived at the Red Lion, juft as the ordinary was making 
it’s appearance on the table. The ceremonials of this 
fumptuows entertainment, which confifted of cold fith, 
lean : chickens, rufty hams, raw venifon, - ftale ‘game, 
green fruit, and grapelefs wines, deftroyed at leaft two 
hours, with five times that number of heads, ruffiles, 
and fuits of cloaths, by the unfortunate effufion of but- 
ter and gravy. From hence we proceeded a few miles 
farther to the race-ground, where nothing, I think, ex- 
traordinary happened, bat that amongft much diforder 
and drunkennefs, few limbs, and no necks were broken: 
and from thefe Olympic games, which, to the great e- 
molument of pick-pockets, lafted till it was dark, we 
galloped back to the town through a foaking fhower, to 
drefs for the aflembly. But this I found no eafy tafk ; 
nor could I poffibly accomplifh it, before my cloaths 
were quite dried upon my back ; my fervant ftaying be- 
hind to fettle his betts, and having ftowed my portman- 
teau into the boot of fome coach, which he could not 
find, to fave himfelf both the trouble and indignity of 
carrying it, 

BrinGat laft equipped, I entered the ball-room, where 
the finell of a ftable over which it was built, the favour 
of the neighbouring kitchen, the fumes of tallow candles, 
rum- punch and tobacco difperfed over the whole houfe, 
and the balfamic effluvia’s from many fweet creatures 
who weredancing, with almoft equal ftrength contended 
for fuperiority. ‘The company was numerous and well- 
dreft, and differed not in any refpect from that of the 
moft brilliant affembly in London, but in feeming better 
pleafed, and more defirous of pleafing ; that is, happier 


In 
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in thenifelyes, and civiller to each othor. I obferved the 
door was blocked up the whole night by.a few fathionable 
young: men, whofe faces I remembered to have feen a- 
out town, who would neither dance, drink tea, play at 
cards, nor fpeak to any one, except now and then in 
whifpers to a young lady, who fat.in filence at the upper 
end of the room, ina hat and negligeé, with her back 
againft the wall, her arms a-kimbo, her legs thruft 
out, a fneer.on her lips, a {cowl on her forehead, and. 
an invincible aflurance in her eyes. This lady I had alfo 
frequently met with, but could not then-recolle@ where ; 
but have fince learnt, that fhe had been toad-eater to a 


woman of quality, and turned off for too clofe and pre- 


famptuous an imitation of her betters. Their behaviour 
affronted moft of the company, yet obtained the defired 
effect: for I overheard feveral of the country ladies fay, 
< Tt was pity they were fo proud; for tobe {ure they 
«< were; prodigious well-bred people, and had an im- 
© menfe deal of wit.” A miftake they could never have 
fallen into, had thefe patterns of politenefs condefcended 
to have entered into any converfation. Dancing and cards, 
with the refrefhment of cold chickens and negus about 
twelve, carried us on till day-break, when our coaches 
being ready, with much folicitation, and more {queez~ 
ing, I obtained a place in one, in which no more than 
fix had before artificially feated themfelves; and about 
five in the morning, through many and great perils, we 
arrived fafely at home. 

IT was now the middle of harveft, which had not a 
little fuffered by our diverfions; and therefore our coach- 
horfes were immediately degraded to a cart; and having 

) refted during Our fatigues, by a juft diftribution of things? 
were now obliged to labour, while We were at reft. I 
mean not in this number to include myfelf; for, though 
I hurried immediately to bed, no reft could I obtain for 


fome time, for the rumbling of carts, and the converfa- 
tion 
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tion of their drivers, juft under my window. Fatigue at. 
length got the better of all obftacles, and I fell afleep s 
but had fcarce clofed my eyes, when I was awaked by a 
much louder noife, which was that of a whole pack o¢ 
hounds, with their vociferous attendants, fetting out to 
meet my friend, and fome choice fpirits, whom we had 
juft left behind at the affembly, and who chofe this man- 
ner of refrefhment after a night’s debauch, rather than 
the more ufual and inglorious one of going to bed.’ 
Thefe founds dying away by their diftance, I again com- 
pofed myfelf to reft; but was prefently again roufed by 
more difcordant tongues, uttering all the grofinefs of 
Drury-lane, and {fcurrility of Billinfgate. I now waked 
indeed with fomewhat more fatisfaction, at firft thinking’ 
by this unpaftoral dialogue, that I was once more return- 
ed fafe to London ; but I foon perceived my miftake, and 
underftood that thefe were fome innocent and honeft 
neighbours of fir John’s, who were come to determine 
their gentle difputes before his tribunal, and being or- 
dered to wait till his return from hunting, were refolved 
to make all poffible ufe.of this fufpenfion of juftice. It 
being now towards noon, I gave up all thoughts of fleep ; 
and it was well I did ; for I was prefently alarmed by a 
confufion ‘of voices, as loud, though fomewhat fweeter. 
than-the former. As they proceeded from the parlour 
under me, amidft much giggling, laughing, fqueak- 
ing and {creaming, I could diftinguifh only the few fol- 
lowing incoherent ‘'words—borrible—frightful—ridicu- 
lous—Freifland hen—rouge—red lion at Brentford— 
frays padded——ram’s-horn—faucy minx —— impertinent 
coxcomb. J ftarted up, drefled me, and went down, 
where I found the fame polite company, who breakfaft- 
ed there the day before, in the fame attitude, difcourfing 
of their friends, with whom they had fo agreeably fpent 
the laft night, and to whom they were again haftening 
with 
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with the utmoft impatience. I was faluted with a how- 
d’ye from them all. at the fameinftant, and —o preffed 
into the fervice of the day. “ 

Iw this manner I went through the perfecutions of the 
whole week, with the fufferings and refolution, but not 
with the reward of a martyr, as I found no peace at the 
laft : for at the conclufion of it, fir John obligingly re- 
quefted me'to make my ftay with him as long as 1 poffi- 
bly could, affuring me, that though the races were 
now over, I fhould not want diverfions ; for that next 
week he expected lord Rattle, fir Harry Bumper, anda 
large fox-hunting party ; and that the week after, being 
the full moon, they fhould pay and receive all their 
neighbouring vifits, and fpend their evenings very focia- 
bly together; by which is fignified, in the country dia- 
le&t, eating, drinking and playing at cards all night. 
My lady added with a fmile, and much delight in her 
eyes;. that fhe believed they fhould not be alone one 
hour in the whole week, and that fhe hoped I thould 
not think the country fo dull and melancholy a place as 
Iexpeied. Upon this information I refolved to leave it 


immediately, and told them, I wasextremely forry that 


I was hindered by particular bufinefs ftom any longer en- 
joying fo much polite and agreeable company ; but that 
I had received a letter, which made it neceffary for me 
to be intown. My friend faid he was no lefs concern- 
ed; but that I muft not pofitively go, till after to-mor- 
row ; for that he then expected the mayor and aldermen 
of his corporation, fome of whom were facetious 
companions, and fung well. «This determined me to 
fet out that very evening ; which I did with much fatis- 
faction ; and madeall poffible hafte, in fearch of filence 
and folitude, to my lodgings next door: to a brafier’s at 


Charing-crofs. 
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